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(b)  whether it is a fact that the Station House Officer,
Reading Road Police Station, New Delhi, had the girl
admitted in the Lady Hardinge Hospital instead of in the
Irwin Hospital;
(c)  whether it is a fact that the girl died in the Hospital
on the lyth February 1949 ;
(d)  whether it is a fact that no post mortem was performed
on the dead body and the body was cremated ;
(e)  whether it is a fact that the Police failed to register
the case; and
(/) whether the Station House Officer is in any way
related to the said Shri Kumar ?
Ordinary members and Ministers alike made remarkably
poor use of the excellent facilities provided. Each of the
individual desks set hi concentric arcs facing the Speaker's
Chair was equipped with a microphone. Yet throughout
the entire session only Rajkumari Amrit Kaur employed it
properly. She made a point of putting her mouth close to
the microphone, so that her well-spoken and confident tones
could be clearly heard all over the chamber. The rest talked
past it, to the surface of the desks, anywhere but into it.
It was amazing to see from the next day's newspapers how
much of what they had had to say, had been caught by the
reporters sitting only a short distance away from me.
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, opening the debate on grants
for the Home Ministry, was the worst offender of all.
Exempted on grounds of age and infirmity from the normal
practice of rising to address the Chair, he remained seated
during the whole morning and kept his head down over the
papers on his desk while he talked.
His review of the internal position was enlivened, for me,
by the arrival in the Speaker's Gallery of another visitor
who sat down beside me on the wooden bench;   He was
a high Indian official with a professional interest in the
* debate,  and fortunately, he disregarded the prohibition
against conversation among visitors.   He kept up a running
commentary which was extremely enlightening, since it
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